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YOU HAVE 
THE FACE 
OF A мам 
IN POWER. 


GRATEFUL 
FOR YOUR 
MERCY. 
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..LEAVE 
THE FARM 
ALONE, 
PLEASE. 


OLMAR, SON 


OF KETIL, 
DISPLAYED HIS KETIL’S 
INCOMPETENCE, FAMILY 
AND THEN was INSTIGATED 


ANGERED WHEN 
I DID NOT MAKE 
HIM МУ THEGN... 


"ІМ THE END, 
HE SLEW 
TEN OF MY 
MEN. 


FROM 


WHAT т сам 
TELL, THE 
РАВМ 56 
LOST OVER 


11. 117 


ў 


M 


Ше 


100. 


WA, 


Waj, зүйч 87 


ከ ТШ 
өй x y Ar м ША 27 wit M 
wil АЎ 


"АШ 


ind ЮЙ) WA Ди см 


арэна, 


THEREFORE, 
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CANNOT END 
UNTIL НЕ AND 
HIS FAMILY 
ARE BROUGHT 
TO JUSTICE. 
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MAJESTY 
DOES NOT 
DENY IT. 


THEN MAYBE 
YOU'LL UNDER- 
STAND FIRST- 
HAND WHAT A 
TERRIBLE THING 
IT IS TO HAVE 
THAT STOLEN 
FROM YOU. 


YOU WANT 
FIELDS SO 
BADLY, TILL 
THEM 
YOURSELF. 
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STILL WANT 
TO BUILD A 
PARADISE? 


І AM THE 
VIKING BOSS 
TO END ALL 

BOSSES. 
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I'VE HAD 
ENOUGH. 
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WAS MIGHTILY 
DISPLEASED, 
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Translation Notes 


Тай, page 121 


А nobleman of medieval Scandinavia; the term is the basis Юг the English “earl.” 


LET наем. my 


Helheim, page 138 


و 


77 
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The land of the dead beneath Niflheim, the lowest of all the realms. Helheim 18 
often considered to be the foil to Valhalla—unlike the great hall where mighty 
heroes go to feast and fight, Helheim is for those who died of old age or 
cowardice. 


Hnefatafl, page 281 


ISN'T IT 
САМИТЕ AND 


KETIL WHO 
LET THE 


TWO MEN IN 


CHARGE PLAY WITH EACH 
A GAME OF OTHER? 
HNEFATAFL TO 
SETTLE THEIR 
ARGUMENT. 


A popular Viking-age board game played in Scandinavia. The suffix -tafl, meaning 
“board,” is attached to a variety of games originating from the region. Hnefatafl 
was a particularly popular game in which one side plays the forces of the king, 
who must move from the center of the board to the corners to escape. The other 
side plays the siege forces, who must capture the king. Although no concrete rules 
remain on record, hnefatafl is mentioned in several Viking sagas. 
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YOUNG 
WAS I 
ONCE, AND 
WANDERED 
ALONE, 


Hávamál, page 363 


A poem found within the Poetic Edda, a collection of 
Old Norse poems. The title translates to “sayings of the 
high one," and the contents of the poem are attributed 
to Odin—the Japanese translation, when not simply titled 
“Hävamäl,” is known as “the song of Odin" or “the 
proverbs of Odin." Hávamál is a gnomic poem, meaning 
that its verses are meant to serve as lessons or advice on 
customary topics, such as the laws of hospitality for both 
guest and host. 


AND 
NOUGHT 
OF THE 
ROAD I 
KNEW; 


RICH DID 
I FEEL 
WHEN A 
COMRADE 
I FOUND, 


FOR MAN 
IS MAN'S 
DELIGHT. 


-HAVAMAL A 


Gothi, page 386 
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Originally, the gothi were priests of the pagan tradition in Iceland, typically rich 
and powerful, as they needed to own the large halls for their ceremonies. As 

Christianity reached the island (just before the start of this story) the gothi retained 
their social significance but lost the religious angle, and became more akin to 


chieftains. 
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ASK YUKIMURA 


This exclusive Q&A with series creator Makoto Yukimura appears only in 
the U.S. edition of “Vinland Saga.” 


Kodansha Comics: Some of the characters clothing and hairstyles are 
exquisitely detailed. Whose clothing or hair is the most fun to draw? 


Makoto Yukimura: I had fun while drawing Thorkell and Thorgil, 

as well as Olmar. I feel like characters who are really assertive tend to 
dress and have hairstyles that are everything from flashy, to unique, to 
individualistic. In order to reflect this, I disregarded a bit of the setting of 
Northern Europe during the Middle Ages when I drew them. Aside from 
those characters, 1 sometimes mix in soldiers drawn with eccentric and 
flashy looks. 


Even Japanese samurai, 
when the time for battle 
came around, put on 
individualistic armor 
and costumes. This is 
because, back then, 

the battlefield was the 
greatest stage for men 
to attain their fame. It 
was important to stand 
out. It seems this was 
also the case for vikings. 


Kodansha Comics: Many Vinland Saga characters are based on real 
historical or semi-historical figures. Did you find any figures in your 
research you wanted to include in Vinland Saga, but couldn t? 


Makoto Yukimura: This answer may be a bit abstract, but I wanted to 
include the people of Normandy who also lived during the time period 
that Thorfinn and Canute were alive. Though Normandy in the present 
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day 15 the northwestern part of France, during the time period of this 
piece, 1 was a Viking settlement. A leader named Rollo took the simple- 
minded King Charles's land by force, and built himself a principality. 


The funny thing about Vikings is that, oftentimes, after taking the land 
by force, they would then go on to live there, marrying the indigenous 
population, taking on the oppressed's language and customs, and in 
general tending to assimilate into the culture. The Vikings settled in 
Normandy in the year 911, and by the early 11th century — which is the 
time frame of this piece — there had already been a hundred years of 
Viking settlement in Normandy. It seems that, culturally, the French were 
so advanced that the descendants of the Viking ruling class found their 
own cultural identity slowly being stripped away. Thus, it is said that 
they made an effort to preserve the Nordic languages, as well as their 
history. 


Canute exists in a time period that was not only the golden age of 
Vikings, but also the beginning of the end of the Viking Age, for they 
gently disappeared as they did in Normandy. I wanted to depict this 
looming demise, but I couldn't include it in the main story all too well. It 
is likely that I won't be able to include it going forward, either. 


Kodansha Comics: What advice would you have for aspiring writers or 
comics artists looking for inspiration? 


Makoto Yukimura: I don't see myself as a creator with a wealth of 
creativity and inspiration. Because of that, in order to get one thing 
done, I make sure to put in three times the effort and hours compared to 
creators born with excellent talent. Though inborn talent is unfair, time 
and effort are fair. I compensate for talent with time and effort. However, 
there is one thing I would like to propose young people who dream of 
being manga creators do: Always ask yourself, “Why?” 


To yourself, to your work, keep asking, “Why? Why?" Why do I write 
this piece? Why did I pick this setting? Why does this turn of events 
occur in the story? Why did I make this character appear? Why did I 
kill this character off, or why did I let them live? Why is the building 
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constructed this way? Why 15 а tree growing there? Why is the mountain 
this shape, and why 15 it here — why? [ ask “why” to everything. 


Some questions are easily answered. Some things you can find out right 
away by doing research in books. However, there will always be some 
questions to which the answers are hard to find. Even if you do figure 
out the answer for the moment, that answer may lead to even bigger, 
even deeper questions. And that never stops. You are fortunate if you 
can arrive at such a question. That will most likely be the core of your 
work. Something like that, with so much universality captured within, 
must be written 
about; perhaps 
it is even worth 
risking your life 
to write about it. | 
If you can ponder 
it, agonize over шү оерт. 
it, and keep MA ANSWER 
chasing it, and ኪ/ 

then somehow 
transform that 
process into К 
entertainment, mr N ላጀሮች A 1. 


27 А 


7 


create something 
good. 


It seems that a lot of people stop in the middle of their chase for 
understanding universality. That's why I believe that there is meaning in 
continuing to ask, “Why?” even more, going even deeper, even further, 
for everyone else's sake. Then, after you've thought everything out and 
finally obtained the answer, it'll probably be hard to contain — you'll 
want everyone else to hear it. Most likely, you'll feel a new sense of duty 
to relay this answer to others. Until that happens, keep asking questions. 
That is how I write my manga. 
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THORFINN 15 ВАР AT DUELS 


THORFINN, YOU'RE 
LIKE SIX YEARS OLP. 
GROW ለ BIT, THEN 


ASKELADD! I 
CHALLENGE YOU 
TO АРЦ! ! 
REVENGE FOR ИЕСИ 
KILLING МУ <= 
FATHER! 


NO! I CHALLENGE YOU UGH, KIPS 
ТО А DUEL NOW! THESE DAYS, 20 
VENGEANCE WILL IMPATIENT. OKAY 


BE MINE/ 


Bonus Comic 
by Faith Erin Hicks 


MAYBE T'LL YOU'RE GONNA BE 
WAIT UNTIL ГМ WAITING A WHILE, 
TALLER TO TAKE KID. SORRY. 

MY REVENGE. 


(REPEAT 500 TIMES OVER THE NEXT 10 YEARS) 
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CHAPTER 100: HOMECOMING 
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FOR MAN 
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THAT'S 
WHAT 
THORFINN'S 
VILLAGE 


WELL, IT 
WAS WHEN 
I WAS А 
KID. 


I DIDN'T 
KNOW 
THESE 

THINGS. 
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ВИТ HE 
DIDN'T! HE 
SURVIVED. 
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I was 
SEPARATED 
FROM MY 
PARENTS AT 
A YOUNG AGE, 
AND HAVE NO 
IDEA WHERE 
THEY ARE. 


WANT ме 
TO GO AND 
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GOOD SON 
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*Gothi: A wealthy local leader. 
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. CHAPTER 100 - END 


ANY WAY 
FOR AN 


ча TS, IF YOU 
а oia 
IS THIS От Д WERE 


ALIVE ALL 
THESE 
YEARS, 

WHY 
DIDN'T 
YOU COME 


NO, ABI! 


THERE'S 
MORE 
age one BEATING 
HIS EYES! IDEA HOW atte 
THEY'VE MUCH ` 
ROLLED MOTHER 
BACK INTO GRIEVED 
HIS HEAD! OVER 


YOU?! 


THORFINN MOMMY'S 

CAN TAKE REAL 
PUNISHMENT- TOUGH! 
I'VE SEEN IT. 


THORFINN'S HOME VILLAGE 
а шин remote village where Thors, the , 
| greatest Jomsviking of them all, hid with his 
‚| Wife, Helga. Thorfinn lived here until he was 
221 six, when he was thrown into battle, 
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А farm where Thorfinn worked as a slave. The farm fought 
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Ketil's farm. 
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My sons, who are both still young, call anything long they can swing around 
998014. Flat things are "shields." Everything else is just al Weapon" of 
some Kind. [5 every object in the world a weapon to you, my sons? If they 
get two swords in their hands, it’s the start of a samurai movie. | feel 
emboldened to.say that many boys love weapons. They love fighting. | did, 
too. The toy stores are full of toy guns and weapons. Once you have the 
Weapon, then you want someone to use it against. The reason doesn't matter. 
They-want to fight. We've gotta use these aser guns о fight off the bad 
guy invaders, Why aren't there any bad 0006 here yet?! Enough of the desire 
to arm yourselves against impending attack, my sons. You'll be more than 
just hurt if you have ከ face off against monsters or aliens. First, you run. 
Run, ruri; vun, and if you can't run anymore, if your, back is against the wall, 
| then you have по choice, and can Fight to survive. Run, then fight: Fighting 
and-then running is the Wrong order. 
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